




!SCRIPTURE I

Les on 6 

LOOKING AT LIFE 

THROUGH YOUR MATE'S 

EYES 

Learning from What You See so Your Marriage 
Can Be All God Wants It to Be! 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
--1 Corinthians 13:1-3

LESSON OUTLINE 

I. Biblical standards that enable any marriage to last

A. 

B. 

Love your wife as ________ loved lhe church. (Ephesians 5:21) 

Commit to become ____ . (Genesis 2:23-24) 

II. tages or potential stages of a blended famil marriage

A. Expectation

B. Reality

C. D _________ _

D. License

E. Separation or divorce (Not the last stage!)

F. "Gracefullove"

III. How to achieve graceful love through grateful attitudes

A. Communicate
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B. _______ together

C. Forgive one another

D. Avoid choosing sides or blaming

IV. Achieving peace and harmony in the blended family

A. Conduct family meetings.

B. Build one brick at a time

C. Grow to love each other.

DISCUSSION GUIDE 

1. Is it really possible to look at life through your mate's eyes? Discuss your ideas with
the group.

2. Review the six stages of a blended family marriage. Think about what you have
learned in the study and describe what you think Dr. Leman means by each stage ..
Remember, all marriages will go through stages 1 and 2 to some degree. However,
stages 3-5 are potential pitfalls you may or may not experience. Stage 6 should be the
goal for all marriages. Share your ideas for Stage 1 with the group.

Stage 1: Expectation - ______________________ _

3. Do the same for Stage 2.

Stage 2: Reality - ______________________ _

4. Read Proverbs 13:12. Describe the "hope deferred" in this verse that can lead to
disillusionment.

Stage 3: Disillusionment - ____________________ _

5. For Stage 4, list some examples of ways spouses might permit themselves to tamper in
areas that may have been off limits before. Share some of your ideas. Remember
your ideas are general, but think of specific ways you might be tempted to allow
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6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

yourself to say or do things, some of which you may feel are justified by your mate's 
actions or attitudes. 

Read Genesis 39:2-12 and James 4:7-8a. What decisions do you think Joseph made 
before this incident that protected his character and principles? List your ideas below. 

What can you say or do to lessen the chances of persons making unwelcome advances 
toward you? hare ideas with the group. Write helpful suggestions below. 

Remember that Stage 5 (separation or divorce) is a potential pitfall. Imagine one of 
your friends saying, "Don't worry-if it doesn't work out, you can always get a 
divorce." How would you respond? 

Dr. Leman developed his own word for stage 6. He combines grace, full, and love 
into one word. Work as a group to develop a definition of ··graceful love." Share with 
the group. 

Review the following unfair fighting tactics Dr. Leman has identified. Read each 
tactic and discuss things mates might say or do as an example of each one. 

Unfair Fighting Tactic Example 
Universalizing - Avoids identifying or 
dealing with specific problems 

Character Killing - Attacks people, not 
problems 
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