
What is temperament?  

Temperament is a strong component of who we are.  It’s made up of our emotional behaviors and mood 
patterns. And temperament is something we’re born with.

Why is it important to understand temperament? 

Getting to know who your child is, even from the moment of conception helps them feel heard and 
understood. This prepares you to parent them better and set them up to be happy children and 

well-adjusted adults.   Knowing your child’s temperament just helps you nurture them to grow their 
strengths and overcome some of their challenges. Remember, there is no better or worse temperament. 

Aspects of temperament. 

Temperament isn’t just a single trait. It’s not something you can label with one word. It’s a whole collection 
of different ways of feeling and responding. Temperament includes: Activity Level, Approach or 

Withdrawal, Adaptability, Intensity, Mood, Attention Span, Distractibility, and Sensory Threshold.  

Three basic types of temperament. 

Every child has a different pattern of characteristics but typically, they fall within three categories. 

1. An “easy” child has a positive mood, adapts easily, and is more confident. 
2. A “slow-to-warm-up” or shy child is cautious, hesitant, and might withdraw more in new situations. 

They may show anxiety when separated from you. Their emotions tend to be mild, but not always 
negative. 

3. A “difficult or challenging” child tends to have big reactions and emotions, be fussier as a baby, and 
prone to tantrums as a toddler. 

Causes of temperament. 

Temperament is believed to be caused mostly by genetics. But genes aren’t fate. They are more like tools 
a child is given.   How they use those tools depends on upbringing and their own choices. And when you 

understand your baby’s temperament you are learning how their brain works.   This can help you prepare 
them to deal with challenges in life.

Can temperaments change?

Genes are just one influence on a person’s development. Experiences and upbringing also affect us. So, 
while temperaments evolve, they don’t change much.    Once you know your baby’s temperament, you 

can guess what their adult temperament will be. For instance, research shows that many infants who are shy 
grow up to be introverted as adults.   

The importance of home environment.

Home environment plays a huge role in determining how happy, secure, and stable a child will be.  So, 
knowing your child’s temperament is not about changing it; it is about changing how you parent them 

because of it.  
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Know your own temperament.

We should know our own temperament since this affects how we parent. Also, we must take care that our 
child’s temperament isn’t negatively influencing how we parent.  

How to shape your parenting to your child’s temperament. 

With the easy child, it’s important to check in on them, since they won’t always tell you when 
something is wrong. Let them know it’s okay to assert their needs and boundaries. With the slow-

to-warm up child, remember how sensitive they are.   Make sure you prepare them for any situation that 
might be overwhelming. For the more challenging child with big emotions, it’s all about working with 
the child, not against them.  Help them name their feelings. Be present with them and model how to stay 
calm.    How you support your child will look different, depending on their temperament and needs. 

Parenting influences development and bonding. 

Comforting, interacting, and playing with your baby helps them reach emotional milestones. Take time 
to interact with them and observe their emotions and behavior. This will help you learn your baby’s 

unique characteristics so you can nurture them and build a strong and loving bond.

References
1.  Rymanowicz, Kylie. “The nine traits of temperament.”  Michigan State University Extension. Oct 18, 2017.. https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/the_nine_traits_of_

temperament. Accessed July 27, 2021
2. “How to Understand Your Child’s Temperament.” Source: American Academy of Pediatrics. Copyright 2004. Updated November 2009. https://www.healthychil-

dren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/Pages/How-to-Understand-Your-Childs-Temperament.aspx Accessed July 27, 2021. 
3. Cloninger, C Robert et al. “The complex genetics and biology of human temperament: a review of traditional concepts in relation to new molecular findings.” 

Translational psychiatry vol. 9,1 290. 11 Nov. 2019. doi:10.1038/s41398-019-0621-4. Accessed July 27, 2021.
4. Clauss, J A et al. “The nature of individual differences in inhibited temperament and risk for psychiatric disease: A review and meta-analysis.” Progress in neuro-

biology vol. 127-128 (2015): 23-45.. doi:10.1016/j.pneurobio.2015.03.001. Accessed July 27, 2021
5. Kopala-Sibley, Daniel C et al. “The stability of temperament from early childhood to early adolescence: A multi-method, multi-informant examination.” European 

journal of personality vol. 32,2 (2018): 128-145. . doi:10.1002/per.2151 Accessed July 27, 2021
6. Abulizi, Xian et al. “Temperament in infancy and behavioral and emotional problems at age 5.5: The EDEN mother-child cohort.” PloS one vol. 12,2 e0171971. 15 

Feb. 2017.  doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0171971 Accessed July 27, 2021
7. Tang, Alva, et. al. “Infant behavioral inhibition predicts personality and social outcomes three decades later.” PNAS May 5, 2020 117 (18) 9800-9807; first pub-

lished April 20, 2020.  doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1917376117. Accessed July 27, 2021
8.  Schermerhorn AC, and Bates JE. “Temperament, Parenting and Implications for Development.” In: Tremblay RE, Boivin M, Peters RDeV, eds. Rothbart MK, topic 

ed. Encyclopedia on Early Childhood Development [online]. Published April 2012. https://www.child-encyclopedia.com/temperament/according-experts/
temperament-parenting-and-implications-development. Accessed July 27, 2021

9.   Stirling, John Jr., MD. “Helping Parents Deal With Infants’ Temperamental Differences.” Source: American Academy of Pediatrics. Copyright 2021.  https://www.
aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/practicing-safety/Pages/Temperament-Tips.aspx Accessed July 27, 2021

10.   Micalizzi, Lauren et al. “Difficult temperament and negative parenting in early childhood: a genetically informed cross-lagged analysis.” Developmental science 
vol. 20,2 (2017): 10.1111/desc.12355.  doi:10.1111/desc.12355 Accessed July 27, 2021

11.   Stephens, Karen. “Parenting Kids with Slow-to-Warm-Up Temperament.” Source: Parenting Exchange. 2007. Accessed August 18, 2021.  https://www.eastern-
florida.edu/community-resources/child-development-centers/parent-resource-library/documents/parenting-the-slow-to-warm-temperament.pdf

12.   Stephens, Karen. “Strategies for Parenting Children with Difficult Temperament.” Source: Parenting Exchange. 2007.   https://www.easternflorida.edu/commu-
nity-resources/child-development-centers/parent-resource-library/documents/parenting-the-difficult-temperament.pdf Accessed August 18, 2021. 

13.   “Strategies and Solutions for Handling A Difficult Child.” Source: American Academy of Pediatrics. Copyright 2004. Updated 2009. Accessed August 18, 2021. 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/Pages/Strategies-and-Solutions-For-Handling-A-Difficult-Child.asp

14. “Behavioral Inhibition as a childhood predictor of social anxiety, Part 1.” Source: Andrew Kukes Foundation For Social Anxiety, Inc. Copyright 2021. . https://akfsa.
org/research/behavioral-inhibition-as-a-childhood-predictor-of-social-anxiety-part-1/ Accessed July 27, 2021

15. Allard, Lindsey T., and Hunter, Amy. “Understanding Temperament in Infants and Toddlers.” Source: Center on the Social and Emotional
          Foundations for Early Learning. Vanderbilt University. 2010.. http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/wwb/wwb23.html Accessed August 16, 2021
16. Dewar, Gwen, PhD. “Parenting styles: An evidence-based, cross-cultural guide.” Source: Parenting Science. Copyright 2010-2018.  https://www.parentingscience.

com/parenting-styles.html Accessed July 27, 2021
17.  “Emotional & Social Development in Babies: Birth to 3 Months.” Source: American Academy of Pediatrics. Copyright 2019. Updated April 2021. https://www.

healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/Pages/Emotional-and-Social-Development-Birth-to-3-Months.aspx Accessed July 28, 2021. 

©2001-2021 True to Life Productions

Fact Sheet

Infant Temperament


